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A. Purpose

a. Personal protective equipment (PPE) is an important cornerstone of a safety program.  The use of PPE is the last step in the protection of workers and is never to be taken lightly.
B. Hard Hats

a. OSHA approved hard hats are required for the following jobs:
i. Building construction sites

ii. Excavation sites

iii. Road construction and sign installations

iv. Where danger from electrical hazards exist

v. Where there is risk of overhead or side impact from objects

vi. Tree / brush cutting &/or trimming
b. Hard hats must, at a minimum, meet current OSHA Class A Level, which protects against impact hazards and provides limited voltage protection (up to 2,200 volts).
c. Bump Style Caps are not allowed.
d. Hard hats are to be inspected, maintained and worn in accordance with the manufacturer’s recommendations.
e. Hard hats that sustain a heavy impact are to be taken out of service.
HARD HATS – QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

The below questions are not intended to be all inclusive, but to help you in determining when you should be wearing your hard hat.  Hard hat utilization requirements will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis.
 

1. Our department currently has hard hats, however they are old and their effectiveness or compliance to current standards is unknown.  

a. It is recommend that you upgrade the hard hats in your department or at least review them to make sure they are in compliance. 
2. Are building construction sites all encompassing, including residential construction?

a. Building construction refers to all buildings; commercial or residential.

3. Is a hard hat required at the final inspection at a construction site, when it appears construction has ended?
a. Yes, until it is no longer considered a “construction site” (signed off), a hard hat is required as there could be construction issues still not addressed.

4. Is a hard hat required when entering a home that could be years old with the purpose to check code compliance such as a water heater that has been replaced?  

a. Regarding code compliance, apply “common sense” to this one.  A water heater inspection – probably not, unless the access is such where there would be potential to hit their head on something such as conduit, plumbing, or be exposed to sharp corners.  (Better to be safe than sorry).

5. Will the safety committee give guidance?

a. The safety committee will give guidance as well as  feedback from everyone, including your staff.

6. What will be the consequence for failure to comply?  

a. Because we know there will be a transition to this new requirement, we will allow some latitude for the time being, but there will come a time when we will have to address the violations which may start off as gentle reminders, followed by progressive discipline.

7. As an employee, can I address supervisors and management who show up without a hard hat?

a. Absolutely!  Take it upon yourself to remind anyone of the requirement.  Continued violations should be passed onto their supervisor.

8. When we contract for inspections or invite an engineer or third party onto a site for some purpose what standard applies?

a. If non-employees (engineers, or third parties) are invited by a City/Town employee to assist in an inspection or accompany an employee of the city to a city project (excavations, city building construction),  they should be provided, or at least offered some protection, as this could limit liability to the city.  If you would be inspecting a site that is not city property (inspecting a new private construction) and they have private citizens accompanying you (owners, realtors, other construction personnel); although we can recommend, they are on their own and we cannot enforce any of our personnel safety policy’s upon them.

9. I noticed that there was a reference to wearing the hard hats “in the field”, what does that refer to?

a. Basically, it refers to anytime you are working in areas while doing labor type work, sidewalk washing, inspections, road or building construction, tree trimming/cutting, lawn mowing, using weed eaters, etc. 
10.  I ride on the back of a garbage truck; will I be required to wear a hard hat?  
a. Yes, there is the potential of falling or striking your head should the vehicle stop abruptly or being struck by overhanging objects such as tree limbs.  Also, longer lengths of debris, when lifted may swing or break off striking you or your coworker’s head.

11. What if I am the driver of the garbage truck or in a city vehicle and just get out for a minute to help lift something heavy or inspect an excavation site?

a. Yes a hard hat is required to be worn.  It takes less than a second to be struck by an object.
12. Not everyone has yet purchased hard hats for their crews, why do I have to wear one until everyone is in compliance.

a. Designated departments are now in the process of purchasing hard hats for their employees and as they are received and distributed, the policy will apply to them.  We are hopeful to have the distribution by mid-summer.

 

Remember the goal of wearing hard hats is to provide a safe working environment and reduce injuries for employees and visitors, which helps reduce our workers compensation and liability costs.  It also provides recognition that you are a city employee demonstrating that you are safety conscious. 
